
INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION: 
NECKER RAM HOUSING REWORK
FibreComp® composite solutions add value due to their self-lubricating properties  
that include extended life and superior performance, which reduces the number of  
downtime intervals required to replace worn-out parts. As a result, can manufacturers 
benefit from higher productivity, clean operations and overall cost of ownership.

FibreComp® solutions have been used for over 
20 years in the canning industry as a proven 
composite bearing solution. Saint-Gobain 
HyComp® is well known for using their materials 
to design and manufacture custom finished parts 
to print or reverse engineer. 

As it is self-lubricating, the bearing solution 
eliminates the need for constant grease, saving 
mess and cost while reducing the risk of shaft 
seizure. 

Housings reworked with FibreComp® solutions 
have a service life of around eight years (4 times 
longer than OEMs), which leads to compounding 
maintenance cost savings over time as shown on 
the operating cost comparison chart on the  
second page.

Saint-Gobain HyComp, LLC

FibreComp

Customer Challenge

OEM Necker Ram Housings need to be 
lubricated continuously and ha ve a short 
service life, which makes them expensive 
to maintain.

The necking machine is a critical bottleneck in 
a two-piece can production line. Maintenance 
managers rely on the machine to run around 
the clock; however, the limited service life of 
the  OEM ram housings lead to excessive 
maintenance downtime.  

Approx. 12 turrets per machine with about two 
lines running = 24 turrets and 192 labor hours.

The OEM Necker Ram Housings also require 
heavy lubrication due to metal-on-metal 
movement and can seize up if there is an issue 
with the grease feed. The result is either over 
greasing, which is wasteful and messy, or a line 
crash due to shaft seizure if not greased 
enough. 

Customers reported as many as 2-3 housing 
failures per day due to clogged grease lines 
and misalignment.
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Our Solution

FibreComp® Lined reworked housings 
are self-lubricating with extended 
service life, saving time and mone. y.  



FibreComp® Necker Ram Housing Rework: 
Cost & Production Savings Analysis

COST COMPARISON FOR NECKER TURRETS OVER 8 YEARS*
ASSUMPTIONS 

12 turrets per machine – 12 rams per turret – $5k downtime cost (low assuming downtime is scheduled)

NECKING MACHINE
HOUSINGS MADE BY

OEM SAINT-GOBAIN HYCOMP

TOTAL NUMBER OF RAM HOUSINGS 
PER MACHINE 144 144

PRICE PER RAM HOUSING $150 $350

TOTAL COST PER MACHINE (A) $21,600 $50,400

TIME TAKEN TO REPLACE RAM 
HOUSING ON ONE TURRET (Hours) 8 8

HOURLY DOWNTIME COST (Average) $5,000 $5,000

TOTAL DOWNTIME COST (B) $480,000 $480,000

TOTAL COST OF HOUSING AND DOWNTIME  
(A) + (B) $501,600 $530,400

RAM HOUSING LIFE IN YEARS (Approx) 2 8

NUMBER OF HOUSING REPLACEMENT  
(OVER 8 YEARS) 4 1

TOTAL COST  
(OVER 8 YEARS) $2,006,400 $530,400

SAVINGS — $1,476,000

*Information provided is solely based on customer feedback and to be used for general cost informational guidance only. We cannot
provide warranty of any kind, express or implied regarding their accuracy, validity, reliability or completeness of this information.

BEFORE FIBRECOMP® AFTER FIBRECOMP®Customers using our reworked ram housings 
found an increase in machine efficiency as 
machines ran longer with fewer maintenance 
demands. Maintenance managers were able 
to take advantage of this decrease in costly 
downtime to other projects, allowing their 
necker to stay online. 

The below provides a detailed cost  
comparison of this cost-savings data.
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